
November 14,1999

FDA/Dockets Management  Branch (HFA-305)
5630 Fishers Lane
Room  1061
Rockville,  MD 20852

RE:  DOCKET No.  97N-0074

Dear Sir or Madam:

I understand that the  President’s Council  on Food Safety is seeking  comments on ways to
reduce  foodborne  illness  in the  nation’s food supply.  I would like  to urge that the USDA
ban the  practice of forced-molting of chickens  within the  egg industry.

According to a reports by the  College of Veterinary Medicine  at the  University of Forida
called  “Salmonella  Control  and Molting  of Egg-Laying Flocks - Are They  Compatible,”
this  practice causes hen’s immune systems to break down under the  stress  which makes
them more susceptible  to salmonella infection.

I feel  that this  action will  help  reduce  sicknesses caused by salmonella.

Sincerely  yours,

Gail Spies
1803 Misty  Hill
Kingwood,  TX 77345
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